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Abstract:

This study offers a critical analysis of graduate (Masters) psychology
programs in Palestinian universities. The study analyses the
pedagogical content and methods of three such programs in particular,
across two universities in Palestine. The study aims to assess the
applicability and relevance of these programs to Palestinian reality,
with all its cultural and political intricacies. The pedagogical tools
offered to students were assessed in terms of liberation psychology and
the extent in which they offer tools for liberation, not only to its students
but also for the Palestinian people at large. Similarly, the study assesses
the suitability of teaching mainstream (western) psychology within the

cultural and political (settler-colonial) context of Palestine.

To that end, the study adopted a qualitative methodology in community
psychology, utilizing two research tools: 1) individual interviews and
2) discourse analysis of the psychology programs using their official
web publications. As case examples, the study analysed three graduate
(Masters) psychology programs, across two Palestinian universities—
the Masters in Community Psychology program at Birzeit University,
as well as the Psychological and Educational Counselling Program and
the Clinical Psychology Master’s program at alNajah University.
Twenty-seven participants were interviewed for the study, including
students and faculty members. The interviews focused on the
indigenization of psychological knowledge in Palestine, as well as the
teaching methods used. Interviews also inquired about the participants’’
position regarding the applicability and relevance of these programs to

the Palestinian context. The interviews focused on participants’ outlook



regarding the indigenization of psychology in Palestine, and the
prospects of future collaborations between the various programs to that

end.

The results indicated that there were two main epistemological
approaches employed in the participating programs: 1) the mainstream
(western/north-American) approach, which was prominent in both the
Clinical Psychology and the Psychological and Educational
Counselling programs at alNajah University, and 2) the liberation
psychology approach (the Latin American model), which was
prominent in the Community Psychology program at Birzeit
University. Results also indicated that among the participating
programs, the teaching of psychology as an academic field was not
indigenous. Furthermore, teaching western psychological theories
within these programs was reportedly unsuited in its application to the
Palestinian context. Thus, participants indicated that expressions and
causes of mental illness vary with the (cultural, social and political)
context in which it arises. Results also revealed that there was no
collaboration between the different programs for developing an
indigenous psychology in Palestine. Thus, the programs lacked a

common vision in that regard.

Overall, the study revealed that the teaching methods utilized in these
programs tended to be more traditional, and quite distant from Freire’s
(1979) pedagogical philosophy. This despite the fact that Freire’s
approach was present to a limited extent in the Community Psychology

program at Birzeit University. Nonetheless, participants reported that



liberation pedagogical methods tend to be dependent more on the

professor teaching the course than on the psychology program itself.
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.(Pe-Pua & Protacio-Marcelino, 2000) 4 « il <& sall Jaa aainl
il el il A (e Aapddl) dpad il 5 Aandal) 4l Ciy yesi sale) &5 138

35 Y Al a Lea QAT ) ol (e caling Lo Gudill ale ) shat () (Gans e gy
Eun el say Gl Al ailiad aily sed o La¥) i) ale sl A aaly bl
Ll g Al il 161 ABEN 5 A jaadl adsally Cilulpally il gl &l ol
cela¥) uiil) alad (o pai e JiSTasa 5 8 ) aali 5 (Pe-Pua, 2015) 4eplSY)

(ot Lad Lellan) (S dalide ailiady aidh alea ClNS

ARl aailad y Lol udil) ale iy 25.2.4.3

Ady i o5 288 1) il ale B AS ja gy slaie bl (S8 ga Lal) il ale o
138 (ha g agilaly 8 LaY) Guiil ale A8 ja e (e aglel g slalall e aall U (1
il ale Led auii Al eiad 3 8 :(Pe-Pua, 2015, P: 788) o3, 58 e ldy jaill
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construction of personality and the variation of
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each human being. The course will review the major
theories of personality including those proposed by Gordon
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will cover assessments of personality including the
Minnesota Multiphasic Personality Inventory as well as
delve into the controversies regarding theories of
personality traits as related to less static explanations of
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